THE PURSUIT OF EDUCATION
2019-20 Scholarships at a Glance

113
208

new scholarships
awarded

east tennessee
foundation (ETF)
schol arships
awarded to

203 students
attending
different
colleges/
universities

44
$1.3 million

is currently committed to
ETF’s schol arship recipients

250

selection committee
volunteers helped
select schol arship
recipients

“

I received a scholarship in Johnson County from 20082012. I am extremely grateful for all your organization
does, has done for me, and will do for others. I am ecstatic
to be able to make donations now to assist other children.
I just felt the need to let you know how absolutely critical
you were for me and how much of a difference you
have made.”
-Johnson Count y Schol arship recipient

“

I feel optimistic about the direction my education
is leading me towards the future. My motivation for
returning to school was to be an example, advocate, and
voice for those who are unable to overcome the stigma
associated with mental health problems.
I have openly revealed my past experience as a resident
in a local homeless veteran’s program with staff members
and my classmates when appropriate. When I completed
the homeless veteran’s program, I moved into a roadside
motel. After a little over a year, I was blessed with the
opportunity to move into my own home. I have made
remarkable progress over the past year, and I am grateful
for all the support I have received.
Grants and scholarships have made it possible for me to
continue with my education, and I am grateful for your
generosity. I intend to continue to do my best to help others
and work hard to finish my degree. Once again, thank you
for your support; it is certainly appreciated.”
- Colonel Kurt Davis Veteran’s
Schol arship recipient

Since 1986

70 schol arship funds have

been established at ETF to
help fulfill the dreams of
students wishing to obtain a
post-secondary education

$8

million in ETF
schol arships
has helped
over

1300

students

ETF currently
administers
approximately

$21 million in

schol arship
funds

THREE New and Unique ETF
Scholarships Launch in 2020
The Haley Elise Van Pelt Schol arship
has been established to benefit students of any age seeking post-secondary
education who have a permanent intellectual or developmental disability or
functional impairment. These may include, but are not limited to a brain injury,
musculoskeletal impairment, multiple traumas, neuromuscular disorders,
such as multiple sclerosis or cerebral palsy, or stroke. Recipients may enroll in a
Tennessee accredited, public or private two-year or four-year college/university,
Tennessees College of Applied Technology, vocational program, trade school, or
programs that help individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
gain skills and make a successful transition from high school to adult life and/or
empowers students to achieve gainful employment.

The Thomas Duane Evans Memorial
Animal Science Schol arship
has been established to benefit graduating high school seniors from Chuckey-Doak
High School in Greene County who intend to pursue a career related to animal
science. Recipients may attend any accredited not-for-profit public or private
college/university or vocational, technical, trade school, or program accredited by
the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC) or the American
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA).

The Josey Baker Memorial Scholarship
has been established to benefit students from Northeast Tennessee and Southwest
Virginia pursuing a degree in agriculture or a construction-related field. Preference
will be given to students seeking post-secondary education in Tennessee or Virginia.

“

Thank you for keeping my dreams of getting an education alive by awarding me
this scholarship. Coming from a family of immigrants, and being a first-generation
college student, and not getting federal help to afford college, this scholarship has
been a blessing.”
-Second Presby terian Church, Knox ville 200th
anniversary Schol arship recipient

“

Your generosity brings more than financial opportunity. It instills belief that
people care, education matters, and opportunity is reachable. As a widowed single
mom, this extra help is a blessing beyond measure. Your partnership in providing
scholarships instills gratitude and inspiration that despite circumstances, things
will be okay!”
-The parent of a schol arship recipient

ETF Scholarship
Application Dates
to Remember!
November 1, 2019

Scholarship applications
and information for
2020-2021 academic year
available on ETF website,
http://www.etf.org/
scholarships
February 15, 2020

Scholarship application
deadline for most
ETF scholarships
March 15, 2020

Applications available
for Steven L. Coffey
Memorial Middle College
Scholarship
April 1, 2020

Applications available
for Spenser F. Powell
Memorial Law Scholarship
May 15, 2020

Application deadline
for Steven L. Coffey
Memorial Middle College
Scholarship
June 1, 2020

Application deadline
for Spenser F. Powell
Memorial Law Scholarship

Dr. E . E . Perry Schol arship 2019 Recipients and
Fund Advisors: L to R: William Hampton, Jacob
Blevins, Emily Jenkins, Zack ary Oliver, Carmell a
Price, and Frank Newman

Gordon W. & Agnes P. Cobb Schol arship 2019
Recipients: L to R: Jordan Lyons, K atie Fair,
Neyl and Harmon, Caleb Pratt, and Derek Wenger

Spenser F. Powell Memorial L aw Schol arship
L aunched in 2019. From L to R: Nathaniel Shelso,
fund advisor; Julia Sl agle, first-ever recipient;
and Mike McCl amroch

Hailey Brooks, nursing student at Belmont
Universit y, Cobb Schol arship 2017 recipient,
and Governor Hasl am appointee to the
Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth

Steven L . Coffey Memorial
Middle College Schol arship
2019 Recipients: L to R: Haidyn
Allred and Emily Burris

Steven L . Coffey Memorial
Schol arship 2019 Recipients: L
to R: Fatima Asad, William Brown,
and Jessica Meredith

Michael David Greene
Schol arship 2019 Recipients:
L to R: Nikhil Patel and Leah
Alsobrooks

3

What Makes ETF Scholarships Unique?
Flexibilit y We meet with potential donors individually
to discuss the process of establishing a scholarship fund and
their preferred degree of involvement. We help them identify
their scholarship goals and desired criteria to ensure the
scholarship reflects their unique donor intent.
Stewardship All ETF scholarships are endowed so
they are permanent and provide a legacy which serves future
generations of students. ETF is committed to maintaining
donor intent. To that end, ETF’s board of directors has the
authority to exercise variance power. Variance power is
a distinctive feature of community foundations, and its
primary objective is to fulfill a donor’s original charitable
intent as time goes by and circumstances change.
Criteria ETF scholarship eligibility requirements
include a wide variety of criteria to enable traditional
and non-traditional students from many counties and
differing backgrounds, strengths, challenges, and interests
to apply. ETF is one of a few programs to offer scholarship
opportunities for part-time students, which is especially
critical for adult students. ETF is also sensitive to students in
the military, allowing members of the military to take leave
of absences for military service or training while holding
their scholarships to resume when they return.
Selection There are many factors that contribute
to applicants’ unique circumstances and qualifications.

Committees composed of educators, community volunteers,
and subject matter experts consider a student’s whole picture
when reviewing and comparing applications. This year we
had over 250 selection committee volunteers!
Student Support We truly believe in our ETF
scholarship recipients. We give those who do not meet
renewal requirements the chance to explain extenuating
circumstances and to describe their plan to address their
challenges. In addition, we advocate for our recipients with
educational institutions, when needed, to maximize their
scholarship benefits.
Assessing Needs We continually seek input
regarding scholarship needs of traditional and nontraditional aged students. We are able to share insights gained
with prospective donors so the scholarships they establish
may address the needs of the students in our region.
Best Practices ETF keeps current with nationally
recognized best practices. Through membership in the National
Scholarship Providers Association, we stay abreast of scholarshiprelated topics and trends, and ETF maintains compliance with
National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations.
Measuring Impact Through exit interviews, scholarship
recipient forms, and conversations, ETF collects, analyzes, and
reports data on the impact of scholarship programs.

If you have a dream of furthering the education of
others for generations to come, please contact
Tamar a Boyer tboyer@etf.org or Beth Heller, bheller@etf.org or call 877-524-1223.

“

Being a single parent without a degree has precipitated financial difficulties and has limited employment opportunities. Thank
you for investing in transitioning single parents pursuing a career in social work such as myself. Other than merely articulating my
gratitude, I intend to show it by continuing my service in the community through my work, which is investing in others as you have
so generously invested in me.”
-Ellyn L ancaster Schol arship recipient

