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Thoughtful giving for stronger communities, better lives

Respond With Generosity

Michael and Sunny

Did you know that, by many national
standards, East Tennessee is ranked one of
the top five most generous places to live in
the United States? This issue of Connections
celebrates and encourages that generosity…
your generosity, and I want to begin this issue
by sharing a story about my son with you.
Last year, when presented with the
question, “What do you give a very blessed,
very articulate, very bright, 13 year-old boy
who has his most every need met?”, I decided
to give Michael a learning tool that I hoped
would teach him about giving…giving to others. So, I started a donor advised fund at East
Tennessee Foundation in his name and with

him as the advisor.
After some initial explanation that the fund was not “his,” but it was “his to give away,”
he immediately said, “I want to help the wounded warriors I have seen on TV. Can we do that?”
“Yes,” was my answer. “Dad, they are faced with challenges every day I can’t even imagine, and
they got there by fighting for our freedom. Let’s make that my first grant.”
Images on TV can be powerful motivators, especially for young people. The ability to
take that message and translate it into his own and want to do something to help is a gift (with
which I am so thankful Michael has been blessed). It is what motivates our generosity as East
Tennesseans. This giving season, may we be motivated to give generously to all those who have
been wounded. The wounds may not be the consequence of combat, but those that could result
from illness, economic misfortune, loss of a loved one, an accident, poverty, divorce, or domestic
violence. And, as Michael did, let us recognize the need and respond with help for the wounded
around us in our families and communities this season.
AT ETF, we thank you for the honor of being your leader in philanthropy, and we thank
you for your generosity.
			
Michael T. McClamroch, ETF President & CEO
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The
Season
for Giving
We all have
so much...
...Instead of giving one
more trinket, why not give
a gift that honors someone
and changes lives of those in
need at the same time?
Go to:
www.easttennesseefoundation.org,
click “GIVE

NOW”
choose a fund,
let us honor your friend or
family member, and change a
life forever!

Connections
Congratulations, David!

A FUND HISTORY
Mount Rest

The Service Continues

David Jones,
Executive Vice President and CFO,
TeamHealth, was recently chosen CFO
of the Year by the Greater Knoxville
Business Journal & the Knoxville
Chapter of Financial Executives
International. David is currently serving
as a member of East Tennessee
Foundation’s board of directors.

Watch ETF
on CTV - Channel 12
Tuesdays - 9:15 a.m.
Saturdays - 9:00 p.m.

Follow ETF on
Social Media!
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Mount Rest Home
In 1894, before the days of Social Security and SSI, elderly ladies who had very
little funds or family were provided a place to live and were well cared for at Mount Rest
Home (MRH), a house built by Robert Houston, the first Knox County sheriff. MRH
board members used downtown church facilities to cook and sell lunches at Thanksgiving
to raise funds to support the home. They were a working board, making sure that yard work
was done, having porch parties with ice cream and tea for the ladies, making frequent visits
to tend to their needs, and attending their funerals.
In 1971, John S. Van Gilder, a Knoxville native, made Mount Rest Home the main
beneficiary of his estate allowing the MRH board to stop cooking to raise funds and to furnish the home with beautiful antiques and a full staff. As more programs became available
for the elderly, the home was closed.
In 1994, the MRH board gave the house to Knox Area Rescue Mission (KARM),
and in 2004 with the remaining Van Gilder estate funds, established Mount Rest Fund
(MRF) at East Tennessee Foundation. Through its grants to nonprofit organizations in
Knox County, Mount Rest Fund’s goal is to help women and children, thus continuing the
support of women originated by their mothers, grandmothers, and mothers-in-law.
Today, as it was originally, the house is filled with women in need. KARM is
using the house as a refuge for women who need a safe place to live and find a positive
path to independence and self-reliance. The house’s exterior and surrounding grounds look
much the same as they did originally and the interior is comfortable and inviting where
each resident can find a space to make her own. Residents find guidance for whatever they
strive to accomplish, including earning their GED, writing job resumes and preparing for a
job interview, reestablishing family relationships, and improving personal skills.
The generous women who, 120 years ago, began caring for and supporting the
women in their community who needed help, couldn’t have known what a wonderful
tradition of women helping women they had started. Each generation’s wise adaptation
to available options allows the caring to continue, and the Mount Rest Fund endowment
makes funding sustainable.

East Tennessee Foundation
DONOR SPOTLIGHT

What’s Happening!

Two examples of planned gifts that will last forever.

The Giving Goes On and On
Because of Thoughtful Planning…
Anne P. Church Charitable Endowment

…Each year from March, 2013, and every year after that, Anne Purvis Church will be mak-

ing contributions to her favorite charities, even though Anne Church passed away on March
8, 2013. She was born in Chicopee, Georgia, grew up in Georgia, graduated with a teaching
degree from Wesleyan College and later earned a master’s degree in special education from
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She lived most of her life in Knoxville where she
taught school and was a volunteer coordinator at Lakeshore Mental Health Facility. Anne was
an avid traveler, hiker, and dancer.
On August 16, 1999, Anne established the Anne P. Church Charitable Endowment at East
Tennessee Foundation that she funded with the remainder interest of the Anne P. Church
Charitable Remainder Unitrust. Because of Anne’s thoughtfully planned gift, each year the
University of Tennessee, Wesleyan College, East Tennessee Foundation, East Tennessee
Children’s Hospital, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, National Wildlife Federation, Tennessee Parks and
Greenways Foundation, American Red Cross, CARE, Knox Area Rescue Ministries, and
Salvation Army, Knoxville, will receive distributions from her endowment in perpetuity.

The Etowah Arts Commission renamed its
gallery in memory of the late Nancy Dender,
former ETF board member.

Norris Area Community Foundation
Advisory Committee

Dr. J. G. Hawkins Memorial Fund

…There will always be funding available to provide support and medically-related transpor-

tation for underprivileged rural residents of Greene County, Tennessee, because Dorothy Self
Hawkins honored the memory of her husband with a bequest in her will. Dorothy created the
Dr. J. G. Hawkins Memorial Fund at East Tennessee Foundation to be used to aid the poor
rural residents of Greene County, Tennessee, in gaining access to medical treatment. Recent
examples of grants made from this fund include:

ETF Team, Crusin’ for Susan, walks in
“Light the Night,” to raise funds for
blood cancer research.

Mountain States Foundation for Niswonger Children’s Hospital
Tusculum College for Remote Area Medical
Greeneville-Greene County Community Ministries
Because of Dorothy’s thoughtful bequest, the residents of the rural portions of Greene County,
who often face the greatest obstacles in securing access to medical treatment, will receive
needed assistance from the Dr. J.G. Hawkins Memorial Fund endowment at East Tennessee
Foundation forever.
See Page 6 for Hawkins grant details
Unicoi County Fund Grants Reception
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Supporting Organizations
are Foundations that
exist as a part
of the ETF family

Supporting Organizations operate
as separate charities with their own charters,
by-laws, and boards. East Tennessee Foundation (ETF), in consultation with the donor,
appoints a majority of the supporting organization’s board members. ETF also performs its
audit, tax reporting, and other duties as agreed
upon by the Foundation and the supporting
organization. A supporting organization is
most cost-efficient with assets of $2 million
or more. Supporting organizations within the
Foundation include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clayton Foundation
Cornerstone Foundation
Chapman Family Foundation
East Tennessee Supporting Foundation
Education Consumers Foundation
Knoxville Jewish Community Family
of Funds
Shults Family Foundation (Testamentary)
Trinity Health Foundation

PAT SUMMITT FOUNDATION
Second Annual Taste of Turkey Creek Raises $15,000 for PSFF

Pat Summitt with Coordinators of The Taste of Turkey Creek
On September 12, 2014, The Pinnacle at Turkey Creek hosted the 2nd annual
Taste of Turkey Creek event, raising $15,000 for The Pat Summitt Foundation Fund. Approximately 1100 people enjoyed food and drink samples available at Turkey Creek, bid
on dozens of items in a silent auction, and enjoyed live entertainment by The Chillbillies.
The Cole Neuroscience Center at The University of Tennessee Medical Center was the
presenting sponsor again for the second year event. The 2013 Taste of Turkey Creek
raised $10,000.

2014 Women Against Alzheimer’s National Summit

A supporting organization is
the right choice for;
•

•

One who is thinking of establishing 		
a private foundation but would enjoy 		
the preferred tax status, costeffectiveness, flexibility, and assistance
that ETF offers;
One who wants autonomy and involvement in grantmaking

Don’t deprive yourself
of the wonderful feeling
that comes from
a gift well-given.
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Joan Cronan,
ETF board member and PSFF
advisory board member

Pat Summitt Foundation Fund advisory
board member and ETF board member
Joan Cronan recently represented the
Foundation at the 2014 Women Against Alzheimer’s National Summit in Washington,
D.C. Women Against Alzheimer’s, a part
of U.S. Against Alzheimer’s, “harnesses
the power and creative energy of women
to create a new approach to finding a cure
and build a movement that commits our
nation to a bold and aggressive plan for the
prevention and treatment of Alzheimer’s
disease.” Joan Cronan is a Women Against
Alzheimer’s board member and Pat Summitt was recently named its Honorary
Founder. Pat and her Foundation were recognized throughout the Summit and Joan
spoke on behalf of the Foundation.

East Tennessee Foundation
ETF
At-a-Glance

WOMEN’S FUND OF EAST TENNESSEE

l to r: Cynthia Burnley, Carol Transou, and
Nita Summers, Founders and Advisory Board Members

Sisters Jean Conger, Kay Montgomery Clayton and Ann
Goldstine enjoying their art preview at Journeys II
in support of the Women’s Fund

Women’s Fund Journeys II Art Exhibit in Jonesborough, TN kicked off with a
wine and cheese reception at the
McKinney Center on October 30,
with a banner crowd viewing the
artwork of 22 female artists from
throughout the region. Founders, donors, community leaders
and friends shared a wonderful
evening while hearing about how
the Women’s Fund is breaking
down barriers for young women
and girls in 25 counties in East
Tennessee through their extensive
research, vetting and grant process,
culminating in just two years of
grantmaking totaling $148,750
to eight agencies serving all 25
counties. The evening was made
possible through the leadership
of Co-Chairs Cynthia Burnley,
Carol Transou and Nita Summers,
all Founders and Advisory Board
Members. The Trust Company
sponsored the event.

• Established in 1986 – 28 years old
• Serves 25 counties in 			
East Tennessee
• Comprised of 402
component charitable 			
funds, 8 supporting 			
organizations (see pg. 4)
• Total assets = $225 million
• Gifts received in 2014 = 			
$20.5 million (through 			
October)
• Grants awarded in 2014
(excluding supporting
organizations) = $7.7
million (through October)
•

Since 1986, ETF (including its supporting organizations) has granted
over $212 million

Women’s Fund Society
Teresa Womack and Polly DeLawter shared a fun time at the Women’s Fund Society event hosted
by Teresa at her home in Tellico.
Approximately 30 women gathered for a lovely evening to learn
more about the Women’s Fund and
its mission to break down barriers
to self-sufficiency in the areas of
life skills, work skills and education. She and her husband, General
Fred Womack, the Chair of the
East Tennessee Foundation Board,
provide their leadership to make
positive change for women and
girls in East Tennessee.

Did you know?
East Tennessee
Foundation
is approved to solicit
contributions in all 50 of
the United States.
In 2013, contributions
were received from
donors in 48 US states.

Polly DeLawter and Teresa Womack
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A New Partnership
The Alliance for Better Nonprofits
East Tennessee Foundation’s (ETF) mission is to
make communities stronger
and lives better through
thoughtful giving. To accomplish this, we work
through numerous nonprofit partners to transform
our region for the better
with thoughtful grants and
scholarships. Because it is in
the best interest of all who
reside in East Tennessee to
have the most sound, flourRegas Building
ishing, robust nonprofits
possible, East Tennessee
Foundation has chosen to be one of the lead partners in the formation of the Alliance for
Better Nonprofits (ABN), an organization that will offer nonprofits in 25 East Tennessee
counties these services: training, consulting, certification, and a resource center. Other lead
partners include UT’s College of Business and UT’s College of Social Work, United Way of
Greater Knoxville, Cornerstone Foundation of Knoxville, Center for Nonprofit Management,
Johnson University, and Tusculum College.
The Alliance for Better Nonprofits was formally incorporated at its founding board
meeting on October 27 this year. Founding members of the ABN board of directors are
Cathy Ackermann, Doug Bannister, Mary Ellen Brewington, Bill Gariby, Cynthia Gibson,
Johney Green, Jim Haslam, Larsen Jay, Rodney Lawler, Chris Martin, David Martin, Alex
Miller, Don Parnell, Mintha Roach, Sara Rose, and Frank Rothermel. ABN will operate out
of The Regas Building where several other nonprofits will co-locate together and where there
will be a 4,000 square foot training center.
Nashville, Memphis and Chattanooga have nonprofit centers that have been successful in improving the efficacy of their area nonprofits by providing critical support services
and resources. Healthy nonprofits help to make communities stronger, and the people they
serve improve physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
“East Tennessee Foundation is solidly behind the Alliance for Better Nonprofits as a
means to making every grant more successful,” said Michael McClamroch, ETF President &
CEO.
Alliance for Better Nonprofits members will be offered training for staff, volunteers,
and board members at a reduced rate, a members-only resource center, and the opportunity to
strive towards Standards of Excellence certification (nationally recognized quality standards
for nonprofits). ABN will measure its success in a number of ways including: assessing the
degree of improvement that members have in increasing the number of people they serve, the
effectiveness of their programs, and improving their ability to raise funds. ABN will engage
the University of Tennessee College of Social Work Office of Research and Public Service
to conduct an independent evaluation of ABN’s work with member nonprofits at the end of
year one.
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Grants
Dr. J.G. Hawkins
Memorial Fund
2014 Grant Awards
The Dr. J.G. Hawkins Memorial Fund
was established at East Tennessee Foundation in 2011 to support and provide
medically-related transportation and
traveling clinical services for underserved
rural residents of Greene County, TN.
Below are this year’s two grant recipients
and a description of each funded project.
Mountain States Foundation was awarded $11,750 for the benefit of Niswonger
Children’s Hospital. Grant funds will
provide free transportation for children
and expectant mothers living in Greene
County whose medical needs require the
expertise of medical professionals or technology at other skilled medical facilities.
Tusculum College was awarded $12,000
to host a Remote Area Medical (RAM)
clinic on its campus in November 2014.
Grant funds will enable RAM to provide
much-needed medical, dental, and vision
services for families-in-need in Greene
County.

Total Funding Awarded
$23,750

East Tennessee Foundation
ADVANCEMENT

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS:
Making the Most of Our Opportunities

Many people know ETF as a grantmaking organization. As a result, I am often asked by charities how they can receive a grant from ETF. In truth, virtually all of our funds are restricted to grant to a
particular charity or charitable cause, or, in the case of donor advised funds, are subject to grant recommendations from the designated fund advisor. Hence, one may wonder what ETF does when presented
with a really great cause that deserves and needs funding. We analyze the need and the likely impact of
the program and consider whether it is appropriate for any of our unrestricted endowed funds to make a
grant for that program.
ETF’s unrestricted funds allow it to respond when presented with great opportunities to change
lives throughout the 25 county region we serve, so our largest unrestricted fund is aptly named the “ETF
Opportunity Endowment.” These funds provide flexibility of purpose that ETF can use toward its mission by making thoughtful grants to provide funding for unforeseeable needs or important projects that
Sherri Alley, J.D.
will greatly impact a small community, but would otherwise have difficulty attracting needed funding.
V.P. for Advancement
Unrestricted funds are truly at the heart of how ETF can capitalize on its knowledge of a community’s
circumstances and needs and have a direct impact to strengthen a community and enrich lives. In just the last few years, grants from ETF’s
unrestricted funds have helped support:
• Disaster relief to victims of major flooding in Nashville;
• Scholarships to allow teachers from all over East Tennessee to attend a conference about the vast biodiversity of species in Great
Smoky Mountains National Park;
• 25 grants of $2,500 each across our region (one in each of our 25 counties) to celebrate our 25th anniversary in 2011;
• A $25,000 grant to begin an endowment fund for Tennessee Overhill Heritage Association, which preserves natural and cultural resources and promotes cultural tourism in McMinn, Monroe and Polk counties (in 2011 as part of our 25th anniversary
celebration);
• 60 graphing calculators for Grainger County High School’s lending library for students;
• Second Harvest Food Bank’s recovery from massive flooding at its warehouse;
• Playground equipment that will allow disabled and able-bodied children to play together at a park in Scott County; and
• Start-up operational funding for The Alliance for Better Nonprofits, which will provide training, consulting services and a resource
center to help nonprofit organizations throughout our entire region to use funds optimally and improve their impacts.
The money needed to support worthy opportunities in our region always exceeds the total amount available to grant from these funds.
While these endowed funds provide a permanent source of funding to meet some of East Tennessee’s greatest or most urgent needs, they
are small, comprising less than 1% of ETF’s assets. Thus, our staff works diligently to carefully choose opportunities for grants from our
unrestricted funds and often turns to our fundholders and affiliate fund advisory boards to enlist additional assistance in meeting those
needs. If you would like to join us in this important work by making a gift to our ETF Opportunity Endowment, please mark your gift
“OPPTY.” For additional information about giving to any of our funds, please contact Sherri Alley at sdalley@etf.org or (877) 524-1223.

This holiday season, we wish each of you and your families warmth and comfort
for this season and throughout the coming new year!

The tax benefits to be gained from charitable gifts are a matter of timing,
so don’t let the end of the year catch you with those gift dollars still in your pocket.
And remember that a stock gift takes a little longer to be finalized,
so allow a few extra days when giving stock.
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ETF Staff
LEFT to RIGHT:
Front row - Deborah Phillips, Carolyn Schwenn,
Terry Morgan, Leanna
Brackett, Anna Whitener,
Sherry Williams
Back row - Precy Sturgeon,
Jan Elston, Mike McClamroch, Sherri Alley, Beth
Heller, Susan Blair, Jeanette
Kelleher, Trudy Hughes,
Jackie Lane, Adam Waller,
Patrick Wade
Has your contact information changed?
If so, please let us know so we can keep in touch.
E-mail and Website Options
To receive this newsletter and other helpful and exciting updates from
East Tennessee Foundation, please contact us at etf@etf.org or read it on our website:
www.easttennesseefoundation.org.
To have a copy of this newsletter sent to someone, please contact us by phone,
toll-free (877) 524-1223, (865) 524-1223 or e-mail, etf@etf.org.

Sherri Alley, J.D., Vice President for Advancement..........................................sdalley@etf.org
Susan Blair, Administrative Assistant..................................................................sblair@etf.org
Leanna Brackett, Director of Operations and Fund Administration..............lbrackett@etf.org
Karen Davis, Public School Forum, Executive Assistant....... kdavis@publicschoolforum.org
Jan Elston, Director of Competitive Grant Programs.......................................jelston@etf.org
Dan Foltz-Gray, Coffey Memorial Scholarship Fund, Coordinator
Beth Heller, Scholarship & Program Officer....................................................bheller@etf.org
Trudy Hughes, Director of Regional Advancement.........................................thughes@etf.org
Jeanette Kelleher, Director of Research & Policy Development....................jkelleher@etf.org
Jackie Lane, Vice President for Communications................................................jlane@etf.org
Michael McClamroch, J.D.,President & CEO......................................mmcclamroch@etf.org
Terry Morgan, Director of Women’s Fund of East Tennessee.........................tmorgan@etf.org
Deborah Phillips, Administrative Assistant....................................................dphillips@etf.org
Carolyn Schwenn, Executive Vice President & Secretary............................cschwenn@etf.org
Precy Sturgeon, Financial & Administrative Officer....................................psturgeon@etf.org
Patrick Wade, Pat Summitt Foundation, Director ..............................pwade@patsummitt.org
Adam Waller, Pat Summitt Foundation, Director for Community Relations....awaller@patsummitt.org
Anna Whitener, Financial & Administrative Associate................................awhitener@etf.org
Sherry Williams, Advancement Associate....................................................swilliams@etf.org
East Tennessee Foundation respects, celebrates, and encourages diversity
that positively contributes to our healthy and caring community.

East Tennessee Foundation is a
public, nonprofit, community
foundation created for the purpose of building charitable resources to make communities
stronger and lives better through
thoughtful giving.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fred D. Womack, Chair
Keith D. Goodwin, Vice Chair
John T. Worden, Treasurer
Ex officio:
Michael T. McClamroch, President & CEO
Carolyn Schwenn, Exec. V.P. & Secretary
Alice Mercer, Past Chair
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Richard T. Fox

LIFETIME
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